60.   WHA T SHOUIJ) GUJARA T DO ?

We considered how, from the point of view of practical ar-
rangements, we can make the ensuing session of the Congress a
good success,1 Let us now examine the matter from the point of
view of larger considerations.

If a province invites a session of the Congress, it is presupposed
that the province has the right to do so and is fit to exercise the
right. Every province, of course, has such a right, but a province
may or may not be fit to exercise it.

We have invited the Congress session and thereby increased
our responsibility, have pledged ourselves to implement its reso-
lutions more effectively than other provinces and declared our re-
solve to do our utmost to that end.

According to the resolution of the Congress, we must se-
cure this year a settlement of the Khilafat issue and justice re-
garding the Punjab. The Congress has also indicated the means to
be adopted to achieve these objectives and the All-India Congress
Committee has shown how to employ them:

1.    Remaining peaceful.

2.    Strengthening Hindu-Muslim unity.

3.    For effecting complete  boycott of foreign cloth,   every
province and every village should employ the spinning-wheel and
the handloom to produce the khadi it needs.

After a tour of the Surat district, Shri Vithalbhai Patel came
to Calcutta for the meeting of the Congress Working Committee,
He reported that Gujarat, and particularly the Surat district, was
ready for swaraj. Men and women both.

I asked him: "Are any men and women ready to go to jail,
and do the rest promise to remain peaceful?"

Shri Vithalbhai replied; "In Surat district, thousands of men
and women will come forward to court imprisonment and peace
will be preserved even if they arc imprisoned.9'

I was as much surprised as pleased to hear this. I was not
ready for such an answer. That thousands of women of noble
Gujarat should be ready to go to jail may seem unbelievable. But
everything is possible with God, He is doing miracles all the time.
The axis of the earth He has created never wears out! His sun
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